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186 Reflections on visiting a Chapel near Lame. [March. 



ties of making proselytes,; let them 
propagate the doctrines of Christi- 
anity,, when and> where they can 
find opportunity,; without fear of 
censure from " the liberal and self* 
denied communion of your Anti- 
burgher correspondent." But let 
them not foster a spirit of bigotry 
and intolerance, as . opposite to the 
benevolent and peaceable spirit of 
the 89*pel of Jes.ua, as heaven is op- 
posite to hell, and then be displeased 
because, (be world is told that they 
were this persons who did so. 

" A 6urgher Seceder" asks '* what 
precept of Christianity did they 
violate!" (i.e. the Burghers, in 
preaching to the disaffected mem- 
bersof Clare,) and answers, " surely 
not that one^nwhatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye 
even so to them." Now, put the 
case, (which) indeed, the conduct 
of the Burghers make* scarcely sup* 
posable,) . that a Burgher Minister 
had signed the Catholic petition, and 
a part of his congregation, upon this 
ground, had applied, for preaching to 
another communion ; I ask, would 
tfie Burgher feel pleased, if preach- 
ing were granted upon this ground ? 
Would he wish others, in this case, 
to do to him as he has done ? 
Would be call the motive that actu- 
ated the one and the other, christian- 
like and liberal ? ; No, certainly ; 
most justly would he pronounce it 
quite ,the, contrary. And without 
the slightest fear of being disowned 
by the enlightened and liberal of 
tnat communion' of which I have 
the honour and happiness to be a 
member, I would join him in pro- 
nouncing it as opposite to Christian- 
ity and liberality, as light is to dark- 
ness, or as heaven is to hell ; and if 
ever Burghers give complete justifi- 
cation of their conduct in sending 
preachers to Clare^as "A Burgher 
Seceder says (page 12,) is possible, 
let then, remember the ground up- 



on which alone that justification is 
necessary. 

With the highest respect for the 
moral character of the Burgher Mi- 
nisters, and their fidelity in discharg- 
ing the duties of' Christian pastors j 
and at the same time wishing them 
a copious effusion of the spirit of 
liberality, and christian benevo- 
lence, I am, 

Gentlemen, 
An Antibu&gbik Secede*. 

Feb. 10th, 1814. 



Tit tit Pityrktu-t of the Belftut Magazint. 

Gentlemen, 

HAVING some business in tb» 
town of Lame, in October 
last, I returned by the way of Tem- 
plepatrick. When about four miles 
from Lame, near where a chapel 
stood within a few perches of the 
road, I was met by an acquain- 
tance. After we. had some conver- 
sation, be told me be was going 
to chapel. 1 was much surprised, 
as. I had known him to be a stiff Pro- 
testant, and I asked him When he had 
turned Papist. He -said he had not 
yet done so, nor did he think he ever 
should : but that did not prevent 
him from sometimes going to chapel, 
as the priest,, a young man of ex- 
cellent character, who had got a libe- 
ral education chiefly in our own 
country, always preached an excel- 
lent sermon, accompanied with pru- 
dent advice. My acquaintance al- 
so added, that a great many of the 
inhabitants of the place, of every 
religious denomination, frequently 
went to hear these sermons ; and 
that if I had time to stop, be was 
sure I would be welt pleased. I 
thought that impossible, as I bad al- 
ways held the Catholics in the ut- 
most abhorrence ; but in compli- 
ment to my friend, I went along 
with bim, well convinced in my own 
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mind, that there could nothing good 
Come froth any person of that re- 
ligion. 

The house appeared in bad order, 
owing either to the neglect or po. 
<*«rty of 'the people.' The priest 
#ettt through the service of his 
tfhurcb, which I did not' understand, 
with every appearance of 'solemn 
sincerity. Several of the audience 
did not belong to the Catholic re- 
ligion, as I- could observe in the 
course of the service". The priest 
then preached an excellent sermon, 
such as I have sometimes heard in 
our own and other churches; and 
he afterwards enjoined his Catliolic 
hearers to live a moral, pious, and 
virtuous course of life, as being most 
acceptable to God and man. He 
told 1 them, that though they were 
placed in a part of the country 
where religi6us distinctions were 
avoided, yet as individuals in a great 
ibany' places were not so happily 
situated, his hearers could not be too- 
thankful to" God for placing them iu 
so- happy a situation. He advised 
them, in whatever place they hap- 
pened to be, if they met with per- 
sons of a contrary disposition, to 
use no violent means, though they 
should meet with insult. He stated 
that the ' Christian religion was not 
brought about by strong means', but 
by long suffering and patience'; that 
ail their rights would come about in 
the • same manner, by the same rule 
of conduct; and he had no doubt 
that the warmest Orangemen might 
yet be their greatest friends, if they 
behaved themselves prudently : that 
Orangemen were nothing more than 
other men, and that there were 
* grear many good men among them, 
who had joinedhhat party from a 
general outcry of danger; that it 
was a class of designing men who 
had spread and encouraged such dis- 
sfentions; that the people w6uld 
y<K see their folly and become 
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friends. He added, that be thought 
ft highly improper in several bodies 
of Catholics to form resolutions riot 
io deal with Orangemen ; as that 
measure tended to keep alive the 
spirit oP division which should hy 
every means be avoided ; and by 
pursuing a peaceable line ofcohr 
duct, he hoped God Would bless and 
enable them to go on in the good 
work which was now begun. 

I confess I was well pleased, and 
much surprised to hear such liberal 
sentiments ; and I am convinced, 
were all our clergy to follow the 
same mode of friendly advice, as 
the Rev. Mr. B— , in spite of all 
the exertions of designing men, 
that internal peace so much Wanted 
would be effected, and the names of 
Orangemen Mid Ribbonmen would 
be heard of no more. 

F. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

x. TO H. 

Hand X. seem likely to supply 
• a tete-a-tete for .the Belfast 
Magazine, not indeed,**!' the fashion- 
able kind, but rather a conference 
between two obscure individuals in 
a corner, neither regarded by others, 
nor of any utility to; themselves. X. 
will therefore close the amicable dif- 
ference with a very few remarks, 
which H. will, no. douht^ receive. 
with his accustomed gond nature and 
amenity: for indeed he appears to 
be an "amicus omnium hctratum," 
such a one as would, at all times, 
deliver controversy from personal 
asperity, and draw, even from; the 
" odium theologicum,'* its poisoti and 
its sting. 

It. is curions bow extremes meet, 
even in matters of religion, tie that 
sets out from the east,'- will at length 
meet, and may shake hands with 
hiim, -that began to travel from the 
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